
Graduate School of Arts & Sciences

Office of Graduate Admission

McGuinn Hall 221

140 Commonwealth Avenue

Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
letter of 

recommendation

Social security number:					               

Date of birth:

							     

Legal name:
	            LAST						       FIRST				                  MI		           JR., ETC..

Department applying to: 					P     rogram of Study:

Degree sought: 						I      ntended Term of Entry:

to be read by applicant and recommender 

Under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, students enrolled at Boston College have access to their admission records, including 
letters of recommendation. However, students may waive their right to see letters of recommendation, whereupon such letters will be held in 
confidence. If the applicant has not signed a waiver, it is assumed that this letter is submitted with the recommender’s understanding that the 
applicant, once registered at Boston College, may request to see the letter. The alternative selected will not affect consideration of the application for 
admission.

         i have retained my right of access to this recommendation	          i have waived my right of access to this recommendation

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT						      DATE

to be completed by the recommender

1. please rate the applicant in comparison with other students known to you who have applied for admission to 
graduate schools. 

ABOVE AVERAGE

1           2             3            4

AVERAGE

1           2            3             4

BELOW AVERAGE

1           2            3             4

INTELLECTUAL  ABILITY

BREADTH OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

ABILITY IN ORAL EXPRESSION

ABILITY IN WRITTEN EXPRESSION

PERSEVERANCE

IMAGINATION AND PROBABLE CREATIVITY

POTENTIAL AS A TEACHER

MOTIVATION FOR PROPOSED PROGRAM OF STUDY

2. please give the applicant’s relative standing in your department, e.g., 7th of 89, top 5%, etc.

[continued on the next page.]

        mm	               dd	            yyyy



3. how do you rate the applicant in overall ability and promise in comparison with other students at the same level of 
training?

  questionable whether admission to further study is warranted.	   qualifications marginal, but warrants consideration.

  performance should be up to average of most graduate students.	   will perform at a superior level wherever admitted.

  equal to the best in any department.					       not able to judge

4. if the applicant’s native language is not english, please evaluate english proficiency:

5. the graduate school will appreciate your evaluation of the applicant’s capacity for success as a graduate student 
undertaking advanced study in his/her proposed field of study. if possible, compare the applicant to other students 
known to you who have attended or who are now applying for admission to this school. it will also be helpful for us 
to know how long, and in what capacity, you have known the applicant (attach additional sheet if necessary).

Recommender’s name: 							T       itle:
PLEASE PRINT		FIR  ST				LA    ST

School/company: 								        Department:

Address: 									T         elephone:

E-mail:

this form is to be returned to the applicant in a signed and sealed envelope. the applicant is to return the unopened 
envelope with the application to the admissions office. if you prefer, you may mail this form directly to the admissions 
office.

thank you for providing this information.

SIGNATURE							       DATE


